TESTIMONY OF CHARLES HALL STEELE, SR. 


The testimony of Charles Hall Steele, Sr., was taken on April 7, 1064. at the 
Old Civil Courts Building, Royal and Conti Streets, New Orleans, La., by Mr. 
Albert E. Jenner, Jr., assistant counsel of the President’s Commission. 

Charles Hall Steele, Sr., 148S Madrid Street, New Orleans, La., after first 
being duly sworn, testified as follows : 

Mr. Jci^neb. You are Mr. Charles Hall Steele, Sr., is that right? 

Mr. Steele. Right. 

Mr. Je.nner. And you have seen the letter received by your son from Mr. 
Rankin, general counsel of the President's Commission, have you not? 

Mr. Steele. Yes. 
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Mr. Jii.V'tKIi. 1 *1«I y <ll 4lI*M» rrjtl f l1«« that *»♦•.*«• rt., 

letter? 

Mr. StFKi.K. N«< *ir. 

M»\ Jlnnkii, Well, tin »so duetimeulM, Mr. Shvle. t ons 1st ».r Senate J **i 1. 1 Iu*. 
t ion 137, mil hori/iiic flic creation of ( lie* ('otiiiiiissiufi to Invest !«;<•(•* lb.- a * 
snssinntlon of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy; (ho Executive Ur-l.-r N., 
111.10 of President Lyndon It. Johnson, npj minting that Commission mid tUilu- 
Its lowers nn«l Its duties, nnd a copy of the rules ami regulntiotiM under which 
we take testimony before the Commission nnd also by deposition, ns in this case. 

The Commission is directed to investigate all the facts and circumstances sur- 
rounding or hearing upon the assassination of our late President Kennedy. I 
am Albert E. Jenner, Jr., one of the various members of the legal staff of the 
Commission, nnd we are here today taking depositions of witnesses who may 
have in some way touched the lives of the Oswald family during their residence 
here in New Orleans. 

You have told us that you have some concern about your boy in this matter, 
juid you have also told me of your position in this community both ns a family 
man and a public oflicial. I think it will be proper, due to the circumstances 
of your situation, to put a statement from you into the record of these proceed- 
ings before the Commission, and so, with your permission, I will ask you some 
questions at this time. 

Mr. Steele. All right 

Mr. Jenner. Now, you are a native-born American here, and your wife is a 
native-born American, and all your children were bora here, is that right? 

Mr. Steele. Correct. 

Mr. Jenner. In and around this area? 

Mr. Steele. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jenner. You are how old now, Bir? 

Mr. Steele. I am 44, but I will be 45 the 15th of August, this year — 1904. 

Mr. .Tenner. Do you have any children in addition to Charles Hall, Jr.? 

Mr. Steele. I have a daughter Jacqueline; she's a twin to Charles, and I have 
one boy Gerald, who is aged 13. 

Mr. Jenner. Jacqueline, what is she doing? 

Mr. Steele. She is at Mercy Hospital, a student nurse. She will graduate In 
August 

Mr. Jenner. Now, tell me about yourself, Mr. Steele? 

Mr. Steele. I am a deputy sheriff, attached to the Civil District Court, and 
an officer of the court 1 own a small business known as the Liberty Coffee and 
Household Co. 

Mr. Jenner. You are a service man, are you? 

Mr. Steele. 23 years on active National Guard status, subject to 24 hours' 
notice. 

• Mr. Jenner, Were you In World War II? 

Mr. Steele. I was. 

Mr. Jenner. Whut was the nnture of that service? 

Mr. Steele. I was inducted right here in 1941, June or July ; I don’t remember 
exactly, and I went on duty with the AFRTC, at Fort Knox, Ky. That’s the 
Air Force Replacement Training Center, at Fort Knox, and then I was trans- 
ferred to the 5th Armored Division, and that division was sent to England, but 
I didn't go with them. I was in the cadre that was sent to the Tank Destroyer 
Battalion nt Camp Forest, Tenn., and we pulled winter maneuvers, after which 
they found that our unit was not ready to go overseas, so wc were disbanded and 
1 was then sent to the 631st Tank Destroyer Battalion at Camp Shelby, where 
I was a sergeant, and then I was sent to the 773d Tank Destroyer Battalion, and 
I finally ended up after 2 years In Charleston, S.C., in charge of a G.U. ward, so 
I spent two lovely years living off of Uncle Sam.'aud I was discharged as a staff 
sergeant, und then 1 went to Fort Sill, Okla., in 1949, after being commissioned 

in the National Guard In 1948, and received my field commission iu artillery. 
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Ut J i n -» * 6 *H «*n I tnk** It y**tir Imi)' bn* never Ihvh Iii nuy H«*rloiiH trouble? 
V!f S;uir. II** IiimI l*rl t**r m*t be. 

Mr Jin.Miu Y»*u heard his story, didn't you, Mr. Steele, about what happened 
on till** iH*rn»l**U? 


Mr. Stixij:. I started that story off with him from the minute he hit that 
front door, anil I have been right with him on down through the FBI, the Secret 
Si *rv Ire, nml evcrylKKly, right on through, and this is the only time that he linn 
ever boon questioned outside of my presence. 

Mr. Jrnnp.il Well, he is your son, and 1 know you have his welfare in mind 
nil the time, ami there is a possibility that fathers might become prejudiced 
In matters of this kind, but knowing him as you do and being bis father, and 
knowing hiH weaknesses and so forth, do you think now thut he Is telling the 
truth about this? 


Mr. 8teele. Well, let mo put It this way. In my experience, being a battery 
commander and handling GO to 70 men at one time, and I have been in court, 
and with my experience and all that, I bare honestly tried to trick him. using 
the Bamo tactics that you might say the best attorneys would use, and I feel 
that he 1 r honestly tolling the truth. I feci he has told that story over and over 
again in exactly the same way, so that’s the only conclusion I can come to. 
In my own mind, I am positive he didn’t know what he was doing nt the time. 

Mr. Jenneb. You gave him a good cross examination, io other words in that 
right? 


f Mr * Steele. Believe me, because I was under a nervous tension over this. 
I’ll tell you. I was just promoted In August, to my present position, ami actu- 
ally I am not a State officer; I nm a Federal officer, and at the same time I bad 
been in the middle of a campaign, running for the democratic nomination for 
committeeman, and I am a member of the pledged electors’ group, and I ad- 
vocate that I as a Democrat ain pledged to the choice of the Democratic Party, 
and I just couldn’t stand by and let something like this come up and take that 
nil away from me, so I certainly (lid cross-examine him, and I got to the bottom 
of it, and I’m satisfied that he was not at fault. He had a weak moment in 
which he saw a chance to make a couple of bucks, but other than that, ho didn’t 
huve the slightest idea of what he was doing. I’m satisfied of that. 

Mr. Jennfjl Is there anything else that you would like to add to what you have 
said, Mr. Steele? 


Mr. Steele. No; I think that's about it 

Mr. Jenneb. Now, you have the privilege, if you wish, to read and sign your 
deposition, or you may waive that and the reporter will transcribe the deposi- 
tion, and It will be forwarded direct to Washington. What is your preference 
•‘on that? 

Mr. Steele. I will waive It. 

Mr. Jenneb. Ali right Mr. Steele; thank you for coming in nnd testifying 
voluntarily. I wanted your background in the record, In view of the fact that 
your boy did have personal contact with Oswald and particularly because of 

your position iu the community, I wanted your background in the record Thank 
yon very much. 

mow trrn^f I T^ M K k } promisc y° u 0131 ho Is not going to get Into i.ny . 

ore trouble. We had that out over and over, and I don’t think he will be 
passing out any more leaflets. * 

1 t,,lnk wc aU bplleTC thnt ' Mr. Steele; well, thank you ugnln 
Ike ^«tlL y ,°v Ur J tntCmCnt ? Wl " be of hoIl> to tho Commission In ovnliuithig 
T!iBnk you. * * J °" r SOn ' lowing his family background, and so forth. 











TESTIMONY OF PHILIP GERACI III 


a ™Vr , ?’ 0n7 ° f PhlIlp Gorncl HI. accompanied by his mother, was taken on 
• £ pr11 7 -S. at the Old Civil Courts Building. Royal and Conti Streets. New 

Orleans, La., by Air. Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant counsel of the President’s 
Commission. ' 


(Reporters Note: The witness, Philip Geraei, was accompanied into the hear- 
ing room by his mother.) 

Philip Geraei, having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows : . * 

Mr. Liebeler. My name Is Wesley J. Liebeler. I am a member of the legal 
staff of the President’s Commission Investigating the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Staff members have been authorized to take the testimony of wit- 
nesses by the Commission pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by 

. Executive Order No. 11130, dated November 29. 1903, and Joint resolution of 
Congress No. 137. 

I understand that Mr. Lee Rankin wrote you a letter last week in which he 
told you that I would contact you, did he not? 

Mr. Geraci. A letter? No. 

* Mr. Liebeler. You did not receive a letter from Mr. Rankin? 

Mrs. Geracl Would you please give us one. We would like to have it to keep. 
Mr. Gehaci. Somebody said they sent one. 

Mr. Li fueler. You didn’t receive it ? 

Mr. Gekaci. No. 

Mrs. Geraci. We did not receive it. 

Mr. Liebeler. Now I think in point of fact that Is right I think that the de- 
cision to take your testimony was made subsequent to the time that the letters 

wore sent out to other witnesses. Now you are 

Mrs. Geraci. May I make a statement before we go any further? 

^Ir« Liebeler. Lot the record indicate that Airs. Geraei is in the hearing room 
at her request to assist her son and give moral support. 

Mrs. Geraoi. And we wnnt no publicity at all, please. 

Mr. Liebeler. We have already given to the reporters the names of some of 
the witnesses who came in, but we have already been advised that you did not 
want any publicity at this point, and we did not give your name to the newspa- 
per reporter or make uny statement about Philip’s appearance here. 

Mr. Geraci. Docs that mean I can't tell anyone about it? 

Mr. Liebeler. That is something you can settle among yourselves. 

Air. Geraci. I told everybody I went to a doctor’s appointment this evening. 
Air. Liebeler. [Handing documents to witness] Now I want to give you a copy 
of the Joint Resolution of Congress and of the Executive order that I have Just 
referred to, and also of the Rules of Practice adopted by the Commission con- 
cerning the talcing of testimony of witnesses. Those rules provide that tech- 
nically you are entitled to 3 days’ notice before you appear to have yotir testimony 
taken, but you are entitled to waive that notice, nnd I assume that, since you are 
hero, you would be willing to waive It with regard to the testimony. Is that 
right, Philip? 

Mr. Geraci. I don’t know. 

Mrs. Geraci. Yes. Well, they did not notify us 3 days ahead of time, but that 
is all right We are here. They called yesterduy. 

Mr. Liebeler. You hnve Indicated that you are willing to go ahead with the 
testimony instead of waiting for the 3 days’ notice? 

(AIrB. Geraci nodded assent.) 

Mr. Liebeler. rhilip, would you state your full name for the record, please? 

Mr. Geuagi. Philip Geraci, the Third. 

Mr. Liebeler. Wlint is your address? 

Mr. Geraci. 2201 Green Acres Road. 

Mr. Liebeler. New Orleans? 

Mr. Geract. Metairie. 

Mr. Liebeler. When were you born? 

Mr. Geraci. February 21, 1948. 



Mr. I.tMiMii, So you arc now about JO ycurtf old or 17 yours old? 
Mr. Gkraci. Yos. Well. I ain 1C. 

Mr. Likiikler. Do you go to school? 

Mr. Gfjiaci. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LrEUKLER. Where? 


i»n. ur.iwivi. IjUPI atflUTnOn illgl) 

Mr. Likbeler. And you are— what?— a junior there now, or a senior? 

Mr. Geraci. No, sophomore, 10th grade. 

Br^ffnler™™ 511 ’ 10th Cr " d8 ' 150 y °" know “ m " n by t1 "' name of 0nrloH 


Mr. Geraci. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lieiieler. When did you first meet him? 

Mr. G KitAcr. Well, this was summer, last summer, some plnce nround the 1 h»- 
glnnlng of it, and— you want ine to tell you everything about it? 

Mr. LiEnELER. Yes. 


Mr. Geuaci. Well; I was down there with a friend. [Addressing mother.] 
Do you think I should give his name? 

(Mrs. Geraci nodded assent.) . 

Mr. LiFinEr.HR. Please do. You wore down where? 

Mr. Geraci. Down there In New Orleans, I inonn on Cnnnl Street We had to 
go to some radio shop. It was Bill Dwyer. That is a friend. And we wore 
down there and we wnntcd to go in radio shops and everything, so I saw— going 
down there I saw, looking to the side, thnt they had a sign saying “Cnsa Itocu,” 

and I took Spanish in school, so I was interested, and I went in there nnd well 

he was a little reluctant, but we went anywny. 

Mr. LiEaEr.ER. Your friend was a little reluctant? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes, a little hit. lie didn’t get mixed up In this or anything. And 
then, well, when we were In there, we looked around n little at everything then 
I asked the man there— I didn’t know It was Carlos Bringuier then— I asked him 
was he a Cuban. lie said yes, he was an exile, and everything, you know. I 
asked him a few things, I guess — I don’t know exactly what — you know, Just a 
little conversation like. Then I ask him was there anything that I ns anAineri- 
enn could do. He said, well, he didn’t know, to come hack later. You know he 
acted os though mnybe-1 ike— Just like he just didn’t want me to help or some- 
thing like that, I guess, so we left nnd went home, and that was it 

Mr. Liebeler. And when did you see him again, if you did? Yon did see him 
again, didn’t you? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes. 

Mr. LiEnELER. When? 

Mr. Geraci. I don’t remember when. I remember I snw him a few times, I 
couldn t exactly say how many, hut I went back another time when I was in 
town, I stopjKMl off and saw him, nnd I saw him another time. Then I think it 
was about the fourth time that I was there that I saw Lee Ilnrvey Oswald, 

Mr. Lierkler. Now before we get to that, did you ever raise any money for 
Carlos’ activities? 

Mr. Gkraci. Not until the third time. 

Mr. Lifziklbr. Wlint happened? 

Mr. Geraci. No; wait. Come to think of it, I think it was about the fifth time 
thnt I saw Oswald; something like that. I remember I went, back — it was 
about the third time— after asking him— I asked him, “Do you think it is pos- 
sible to raise donations?*’ And lie said, “Well, yes; It. is infusible.” And ho 
showed me these little yellow slips, sort of like yellow, and they were like 
receipts if you paid, nnd lie said I could get them — you know — if I wanted to, 

I could, you know, go, and he could give them to me, and go and get donations 
nnd give the people this receipt and bring the money back to him. 

Mr. Liebeler. So did you take some of the receipts? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes. 

Mr, Lieu BLEU. And did you get some money? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes. 

Mr. Likukleil And you gave if. to Carlos? 

Mr. Ckuac'i. Yes; It was about $10. 

\lr T MfitVt ri» % m.I „vnp 


Mr. Geraci. Yes, sir. . 

Mr LuatELKB. Now. is It correct Hint on (be <lny flint you c«mo Into the Cn-n 
Kwa to (five this money to Carlos that you met Lee Oswald’ 

Mr. Gkracl I don't know If I turned in the money or not. No; I don't think 
I turne.1 In money, b M t I couldn't he sure. I remember I went there, and that 
Is the time the last guy. Vance nialock. cnjne along with me. It was his first 
tlm. and everything. And we went in tliere-I might have turned it in I am 
not too sure. May lie I did ; maybe I didn't. I can’t remember too much but 
I ms in there anyway talking to him and that Is when I met him. 

Mr. Li mim.fr. That la when you met Oswald? 

Mr. Geraci. Yea; you want me to tell nil that? 

Mr. Ljeukleu. Yea ; tell me all the circumstances of how Oswald - 

Mr. Gkhaci. Every thing I know? 

Mr. , Lieiieler. Met you and everything you know about it, what the con- 
vernation was, who was there. 

Mr. Geraci. Well, we were — Vance and me went in there, Vance and I we 
went Into there, I introduced Vance to Carlos, and Carlos started talking to him 
about you know, freedom and nil that, democracy and everything. Then later 
on while we were talking, Leo Oswald came in, you know, while we were talk- 

"fl * n(I he cam T e hl n ,ittlc whiI * He was by himself and. he seemed a 

hlUe nervous. I remember he was dressed just like in that picture there shows 
[Indicating photograph.] 

Mr. LiEnEr.Ru. You are referring to a picture here on the table? 

Mr. Gkracl Yes, sir ; well he was dressed something like that 
Mr. Lieiieler. Which has previously beeu marked ns Exhibit 1 to tire affidavit 
of Jesse J Garner. I show you that picture, f Exhibiting photograph to witness 1 
You say Lee wns dressed something like that when you met him? 

Mr. Gkraci. Yes ; you know, he had on a tie and a shirt, short sleeved shirt 
and sort of like dress pants. I don’t know the color of them, but they were sort 
of like dress pants, just alrout as much ns this. [Indicating photograph.] 
Mr. Lip.df.lek. Do you recognize that individual in the picture as being the man 
that you saw in the store that day? 

Mr. Gkhaci. Well, tell you the truth, when I first heard about it in the miners 
and on the TV, I didn’t recognize him. See. I forgot that I met this guyover 
there, you know, I forgot about it, and I thought I didn’t meet him. It wasn’t 
until the FIJI ninn came to my house and tie showed me a picture of him when 
lie wns first under arrest., and begot arrested in August, the 4th I think. 

Mr. Lierki.kr. He showed you a picture that had been taken of Lee when he 
had been under arrest here in New Orleans? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes; It was one of those things with three things, showing him 
from the front, the side, mid his face. 

Mr. Lik.iiki.kb. Did you then recognize the man in the picture that they showed 
you as being the man that you met in the store that day? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, you see, I didn’t exactly recognize him maybe, but anyway 
I was pretty sure it was him though. He said— he showed me that and said. 
Do you ever remember an ex-marine— nnd then I remembered there was a guy 
who was dressed something like that who was an ex-marine who came in, and 
he did have a funny nnmc, you know, like Lee. It’s a little unusual, it’s kind of 
rare, and I remembered the last nnme was a little hard, so It just fits that that 
was him. 

Mr. Likiif.lf.r. Now what kind of conversations did you have with tlilB fellow 
or what did you talk about? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, first 

Mr. Likdelek. As I understand it now, l here wore this marine, Lee Oswald, 
and Carlos, and Vance nialock and yourself. Is that right? 

Mr. Geraci. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LiK.nKLEn. Was there anybody else there? 

Mr. Ceuact. Well, while we were talking, this man came up. Ho wns in a 
big truck, some big truck. I never looked at it closely. lie came up and stopped, 
nnd the man rushed In, and he was wearing- — well,, lie. was wearing one of 
these — like a cap like you see them wearing over In England. I don’t know 
what kind It Is, but anyway It Is the kind that tmekdrivers wear, I guess, nnd 
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ho looked kind of Spanish. Maybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of fat, 
anil he cnme in and showed Carlos this broken radio that he had, so Carlos 
left and he started fixing the radio and left us to talk to ourselves, Lee and me 
and my friend. Well, he is the only other person I know that cnme In. I 
don't know if he knew whnt was going on. 

Mr. Liedeler. Now fell us the conversation that you and Lee and Vance and 
Carlos had, the best you can recall it 

Mr. Geuaoi. Well, Carlos and me and Vance were kind of talking among our- 
selves, and he came in and said, “Excuse me,” and, you know, he acted u little 
nervous and things like that He naked, “Is this the Cuban headquarters, Cuban 
exile headquarters?” And, "Are you a Cuban exile?” You know, the way I 
acted when I first went In there. Just asked him a few questions, was he a 
Cuban exile, and Carlos said yen. He asked him some questions like was he 
connected with the Cosa Nostra, La Cosi Nostra. 

Mr. Liedeler. Who asked that? 

Mr. Geraci. Oswald ; he asked that 

Mf. Liedeler. Of Carlos? 

» 

Mr. Geraci. Yes; and Carlos said no, he wasn't. Oswald then asked where 
was his headquarters— in Miami? And Carlos said yes; and he said — let's 
see— Ind then Oswald asked, said something like, “It is kind of exciting meeting 
someone” — I don’t know if he said exciting— but he expressed something like 
that. He said, you know, he expressed wonder or something like that at meet- 
ing somebody who was a real Cuban exile, you know, someone who is renlly 
trying to do something to help free Cuba and all that. He didn’t really say 
much. In the papers they said he tried to Join and all that That must have 
been later,- because this was — 

Mr. Liedeler. He didn’t do thnt when you were there? 

Mr. Geracl No. This was his first, visit. As far as I can make out, it must 
have been, and he asked a few questions like that. Carlos Just answered real 
simply and all that, he didn't go into any big speeches, you know, with them, 
like he did for me and Vance, Just answered his questions simply. Then when 
the man came in with the broken radio, Carlos left, and that left Oswald, me, 
and Vance by ourselves. 

Then, well, we asked — you know, we were a little interested in guerrilla 
warfare ourselves and tilings like that, and he said, well, he was nn ex-marine, 
said he was in the Marines once. He said he learned n little bit about thnt 
stuff, and he said a few things about guerrilla warfare I remember, like he 
said the way to derail a train was to wrap chain around the ties of the track 
and then lock It with a padlock and the train would derail, ne said the thing 
he liked best of all was learning how to blow up the nuoy P. Long Bridge. lie 
said you put explosive at each end on the bnnks and blow it up, and thnt 
leaves the one column standing. And he said how to make a homemade gun 
and how to make gunpowder, homemade gunpowder. He Just went into those 
real simply. He didn’t renlly, you know, toil us how to do it or anything, just 
said like If you want to make a homemade gun, you know, do something like — 
you know, the thing you pull back [demonstrating] nnd it goes forward, like 
on one of the pinball machines. He Just said something like that. lie didn’t 
renlly go Iiito detail or anything. We didn't nsk him. And by this time Carlos 
came back from the other guy, and cnme back, and he was listening, nnd, well, 
thnt is about all. 

Oh, there was one important thing. Oswald said something like that ho had 
a military manual from when he was in the Marines, nnd he said he would give 
. It to me, and I said, “Thnt Is nil right. You don’t have to. You enn give it 
to Cnrlos.” no snid, “Well, OK, he will give it to Carlos next time he comes.” 
i And after that— well, everybody left. Thnt Is as far as I can moke out 

Mr. LiEnKLRR. Do you remember 

Mr. Geraci. And he said he was going to come back later and give Carlos 
tnia military manual from when he wqs In the Marines. 

Mr. Liedeler. And was he going to give this to Carlos for Carlos’ benefit, or 
was he ■ •- - 

Mr. Geraci. For Carlos’ benefit, I guess, Carlos’ or the Cuban exiles'. 
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oppose Castro?' C ° ,n ' erSntion nbou ‘ training guerrilla. to 

CaJJro'^or^o'rdUHs amemb * the training of anti- 

othcr Hme* 01, N ° S ” ,USt haVe bccn ,ater ' ^en he came back some 

Mr G™ Wo Zt Cfore'Tdi^and waTft^h ' ° gWaW ?** ttere? 
Mr. Ldejikler. So, an far ns you know e f? at tlle snniG tiniG he did. 

' tunlty for Oswald and Carlos to talk anionethom ? 1 ‘“"L® b * eD any oppor ‘ 
have heard what they said? themselves where you wouldn’t. 

Mr. Geraci. That fs right; because we were there all the time 

a that - 

*|r. Grasc None at aU ; none thTtl^Z^r^ #SU,n8t C< * Str ° 7 
bookVck'forT AU N ° W W " nf WUK ° H " nld e»‘*‘K fo bring this marine 

• ri^t'hoTas'goTng ’togTH to £!*„£ ^ t0 T help *>'“ out or something, 
up the bridge or something I don't know^w guess lle w a»ted us to blow 

I Will give it to Carlos,'' yon know b^aTse aft "n cVr^ T he Sn,,, • ‘' 0K ' 
use it bettor than we could, you know blow un ffUCS8 h ° cou,d 

and I guess he was Just going to cive It tn hf b D Cuba or S 0 I «ethingr. 

from it. I wouldn’t know g t0 h * m 80 he C0,,ld lea ™ stuff 

Mr. Liebkler, Now when you left thn afAm j,j 

at all? J en the Btore dld y° u try to follow Oswald 

Mr. G hr act. Well, we had some thought about it Wh<m u 

to go down— he crossed Canal Street and he ! h eft ’ he was golnff 

tWnk on St Charles or Olaibl^ way, I 

closer to the river? 8 t Charles? erc nefl r the end— which one is 

Mr. Lierelkr. I am not familiar with \ T a W A,| nftn „ - . 

Mr. Gkimci. It must hnvc been St Chart™ h ™"' 80 1 ect thcm mixed up. 

let's follow him, see where h? H ves down, and Vance said, "Hey, 

he told ns the addros£_ 8 ' H# told Us where b * but the waj! 

Mr. r.iKm:i.KK. You don't know what it was? 

I < <Mdd G Z a baS?eme e ,n^ ^ZelX 0 ^ ^ ***’ h ® asked me ' and 

It was Magazine Str«t "member » was to the left of Caaal Street. 

Mr. Lnci.Ei.ER. Magazine Street? .What number? 

air. Geraci. Well, I remembered the number a little I mnWn'? „ . f . 

altogether, but I remember tJ ’ 1 <wuldn 1 remember it 

Mr y °". ” mc ™ ber thnt be had told you the number? 

,.o?t izu a z ? t c rri,^ 

L ” 1 

cided no. wo had better not. you know because U n ? for , fUD ' but we de - 
we Just went up Canal Street “ Was not ^ or anything, so 

b^m, r i 1 ^ , S ? D0 y ° U remember WheU,er 0swald 8ald “^thlng about having 

Mr. Geraci. In Florida? 

Mr. Lieiieleb. Yes. 

Mr, Geraci. I ain not too sure about that. 

Mr GM*c?Th ° U doD ' t 1 romp,nber on e way or the other whether 

headquarters do^ Zre. iTe b^Tdo"?^. ^ 

\rr oI? K, ei ^ Nn .T dld you evcr sco Oswald after tlmt? ' 

. r. . khaci. No; that was the lust time; flrst and last 

Mr. Likiicleil How about Carlos? Did you sec him after that? 


Mr. Geraci. Yea. That time when we found out that It was Oswald who killed 
him, well, then I went there, you know, to get things straightened out and talk 
with Carlos a little about him, you know. 

Mr. Liebet.er. You went back and talked with Carlos, about this meeting with 
Oswald, after the assassination? Is that right? 

Mr. Gkraci. Yes. 

» 

Mr. Likiiki.kr. Do you remember whether you saw Carlos between the time 
that you met Oswald and the assassination? 

Mr. Gkraci. Carlos? 

Mr. Liebeler. Yes. 

Mr. Gf.raci. Not that I remember. 

Mr. Likiieleb. Can you tell us approximately when it was that you met Oswald? 
Was It July or August? 

Air. Gun acl Well, last time the FBI man cainc, I estimated around late July. 
I couldn't remember now, so I will just stick with late July. That seems to 
stick pretty good. Vance said the same thing himself when the FBI man ques- 
tioned him, so I am pretty sure It was between late July — middle July to late 
July. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you form any opinion about Oswald when you met him? 

Mr. Geraci. When I met him? 

Mr. Lieiueleu. Yes. What did you think of him? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, when he went in there, I noticed he wns a little nervous. 

Mr. Lieiikler. How did he show his nervousness? Do you remember? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, the way he talked, you know. Well, you know, the way he 
talked I guess, kind of, you know, searching around for words and all that, 
and I remember he leaned on the table, and I remember reading once that, you 
know. If you exert some physical exertion, it kind of helps you tend to calm down 
or something like that. Anyway, I could tell by the way he was leaning on 
the table that maybe he was nervous. 

Mr. Lieiikler. Other than this nervousness, did you form any other opinion 
about it? 

Mr. Gkraci. Not particularly. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did he appear to be an Intelligent person? 

Mr. Geraci. Intelligent person? 

Mr. Likiielkr. Yes. 

Mr. Geraci. Sort of. He didn't appear stupid or anything like that. He 
seemed OK, you know. He didn’t seem like a Communist Seemed like he just 
wanted to, you know, help out too, sort of. 

Mr. Liebeler. Did you -subsequently learn that Oswald was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Department for distributing Fair Play for Cuba Committee 
leaflets? 

Mr. Geraci. I didn’t know that until after he killed Kennedy and it wub in 
the pai>ers. 

Mr. Liebeler. You didn’t hear it? • 

Mr. Gkraci. On the radio? 

Mr. LiEnELEK. On the radio or television. 

Air. Geraci. No. 

Mr. Liebeler. Do you think you have now told us everything that you can 
remember about this meeting you bad with Oswald and Carlos? Is there any- 
. thing else that you can think of? 

Mr. Geraci. No. There might he one thing. Carlos, when he talked to me 
and Vance and my friend. Bill Dwyer, the first time, you know, ho made speeches 
and all that. When he met him — I don’t know — seemed like maybe he didn’t 
wnnt him or something. I am not too sure. 

Mr. Liebeler. Carlos didn't seem to open up to Oswald? 

Mr. Geraci. That is right. He opened up enough, you know, but he didn't 
give him any speeches or anything like that 

Mr. Liebeler. If you can think of anything else that occurred, we would like 
to have you tell us. 

Mr. Geraci. OK. 

Mr *- - 


• ■« 


Mr. Gkraci. lie did seem like— I guess he did seem like the type who was a 
little antisocial. 

Mr. LiKBEf.ER. ITe didn’t seem to he too friendly? 

Mr. Geiiact. No. Do seemed friendly. I menu, he seemed friendly, you know, 
hut lie — tunyhe like ho didn’t have enough exjK»rlence with people, sort of lie 
seemed friendly though. That is one thing. 

• Mr. Ltkhei.eu. I don’t have any other questions. 

Mrs. Gkraci.. Do you have a record of me reporting Carlos to the FBI? Do 
you have Ihnt in the record anywhere where I found out— he told me he was 
going to collect money for Cuba, but I didn't know he was giving out these little 
tickets ns he called them, and then when I found out he had collected $10 and 
brought it down and I saw the receipts and he had more tickets, we forbade 

him to go down there, and Carlos called the house to try to get him a wlmt is 

it— a license or permit to go from house to house and collect money. 

Mr. Gkraci. He never called me. • 

• Mrs. Geraci. lie did call me. 

Mr. Gkraci. He called you? Carlos? 

Mrs. Gkraci. I spoke with him on the phone. 

Mr. Gkraci. That Is because I told him — when I collected, a man told me 
to do something like flint, that. I needed a license, so I went and told Carlos, 
"You have to get a license." He said, “Don’t collect any more until I get one." 
Then he went to city lmll and got some stuff he had to fill out. 

Mr. Likjieler. This wasn't Oswald who told you you couldn’t collect? 

Mr. Gkraci. No. 

Mr. TiiEREr.ER. Oswald didn’t have anything to do with this? 

Mr. Gkraci. No; this was before I knew Oswald. This is a man works some 
place — who works In a cleaner’s. I remember. I went there and he said I had 
to get n license to do that, so I called Carlos on the phone and told him. 

■Mrs. Gkraci. Then when Carlos called the house, I realized he was still In- 
volved in this. 

Mr. Geraoi. I told you I was. 

Mrs. Geuaci. I put my foot down and told him he couldn't do It any more and 
I called the FBI. 

Mr. Geraci. And the Better Business Bureau. 

Mis. Cieraci. 1 hey told roe to call the Better Business Bureau, but the mail 
nt the FBI told me he couldn’t give out any Information as to whether tills was 
a Communist organization or not, and the headquarters were in Miami, and 
the best thing to do would be not to let him get Involved in it any more. Then 
I called the Better Business Bureau, nud they were supposed to check with 
Miami, hut I never did get a report back from him. 

Mr. LiRnELEit. Was this before or after you met Oswald? 

Mr. Geraci. This was l>efore. 

Mrs. Geraci. But he has the receipt at home with the date on It. When 
lie gave Carlos money, Carlos gave him a receipt. 

Mr. Geiiact. I remember Carlos making out a check to give the money to 
Miami too. When I gave him the money, he put the money In his bank and 
made out a check to the hoadqunrters. 

Mrs. Gkraci. We met Carlos just now In the hall, and he told me the best 
thing Philip could do would be listen to his parents and be n good student. 
Bight now (hat would he the way he could help combat communism. And I 
told him I thought he was too young to get involved in things like this, selling 
iiekets for Cuba nud all this stuff. Last year he was only 15 and too young to 
bo involved In all that mess. The man at the FBI told me that an organization 
c'uuld be all right today and next week It would be Communist-controlled and 
how was I to know. 

Mr. Lieiielkr. Do you know who you talked to at the FBI? 

Mtb. Geiiact. Gee, I may have his name at home with these slips of paper that 
I took from him. 

Mr. Liedei.eu. It is not really Important. I Just wondered if you remembered. 
Airs. Geraci. Well, I wonted his name cleared for getting mixed up with 
Carlos, beenuse I didn't know from beans about Carlos. Fie could he n Com- 
munist. I don't know who is and wbo Isn’t. When I found out he met Oswald. 
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t nearly (lied. The week this happened he wns camping with the Boy Scouts 
and g»*e Friday, Saturday, and Sunday when the stuff was on TV. 

Mr. Geraci. I was in school when he got shot. 

Mrs. Geraci. But you were in camp, but you didn't see a lot of the funeral nnd 
all that stuff showing Oswald's picture. 

Mr. Liehet.er. IIow did you first become aware that Oswald was the fellow 
you met? Did Vance talk to you about it? Do you remember? 

Mr. Geraci. The first time wns when the FBI agent came to my house and 
asked did I see an ex-marine and showed a picture and all that I didn’t even 
know it before that. It wns just then that I realized. 

Mr. Lietieler. Did the FBI man tell you how he 

Mr. Geraci. Got my name? 

Mr. Li fueler. What prompted him, why did he come to your house? Did 
he tell you? 

Mr. Geraci. Well, he said he couldn't tell me that I asked him, nnd ho said, 
well, he couldn’t tell me. Of course, I guess it might have l>een because we — 
my mother called, you know, about tills Cuban business — they got my nanv r»n 
their list or something, I guess, nnd when they found out that he tried to join 
that group, that must nave been where it came from. That is what I think. 

Mrs. Geraci. They probably had a list of people who were collecting money 
for the organization. 

Mr. Liebeler. OK. I don't have any more questions. I do want to thank 
you very much for coming in and being as cooperative as you have, and, on 
behalf of the Commission, I want to thank yon very much. 

Mr. Geraci. OK. 

Mrs. Geraci. You are welcome, bo long as we don't have any publicity. 

Mr. Liebeler. That is something you never can guarantee. 


